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ing work on the Beirut-Damascus railroad, then in
process of construction. It was soon found that they had
brought typhus, which resulted in a widespread epidemic
in the city. It was, however, mild and short-lived com-
pared to the epidemics, not only in Beirut but all through-
out the country, bred and spread by the Ottoman armies
during the last war. It would "be hard to estimate
which carried off more victims—typhus, the enemies'
projectiles, starvation, or massacres and' deportation
into the wilderness where wretched women, children and
old men were left to die of hunger and thirst.
Typhoid and paratyphoid are epidemic diseases. They
are more prevalent in the villages than in the larger
towns, where the new water supplies are so greatly im-
proving conditions. The Syrians are awake to this, and
village after village is improving and safeguarding its
water supply.
Cholera has appeared again and again, almost always
being brought from Mecca by the returning pilgrims.
It is believed to be carried to Mecca by the India pil-
grims and from there it travels along the various routes.
But the international quarantines that the nations of
Europe established at the head of the Bed Sea, taking
the administration out of the hands- of the indolent and
corrupt Turks, has largely prevented epidemics—at any
rate, epidemics coming from Mecca. It has been an open
book, however, that cities with a proper water supply
have escaped cholera epidemics: There has been no epi-
demic of cholera in Beirut since the Beirut Water Works
Company was installed, while Tripoli and Damascus,
Sidon, Tiberias, Aleppo, Horns and Hama have suffered
severely. One of the causes of the spread of the disease
has been the funeral customs of the Moslems who wash
the body before burial beside running water at the
mosque or elsewhere. The washings from cholera
corpses run hack into the stream from which a little

